[Spontaneous rupture of the left external iliac vein. A complication of deep vein thrombophlebitis?].
A 52 years old woman was hospitalized on suspicion of left femoral venous thrombosis. Within 24 hours she went into shock, and laparotomy was performed on suspicion of a ruptured abdominal aortic aneurysm. The operative finding was a ruptured iliac vein, which was repaired and anticoagulant treatment was started. Unfortunately the patient never stabilized and died from cardiovascular collapse within 12 hours.